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trial, and that they would plentifully furnish him for the war. At this time several gentlemen and lords of both Houses withdrew themselves into their several counties ; and some that appeared great friends to the present government were said to be treating on the other side; all which I made known to his lordship, naming some that he little suspected. He said that if King James was about such a design, he believed the papists would assassinate or kill King William, knowing what a tax they should have on their hands to defend the crown upon a woman's head.
March 3. I waited upon rny Lord Bellasis, chief commissioner of the Treasury under the late King James. He told me that he had been very averse (though a papist) to the measures used in that reign for promoting that religion, as the putting of papists into office in counties and corporations, the high commission court, the laying aside Protestants for refusing to take away the test and penal laws, &c.; but his council was suspected as coming from a man who, as the hot party informed the King, was old and timorous, and who having a good estate was in fear to hazard it. He told me as to myself that he understood from all hands I had acquitted myself of my trust as governor of York like a man of honour, and that my lord of Danby himself, though my adversary, had confessed as much to him, and that I had not in this particular deceived the late king's opinion of me, who used to say that he received always the most faithful and best informations of affairs in those parts by my letters. He said that there being so many great men concerned in this revolt, it was almost impossible to be thought that the king, especially being a Eoman Catholic, should be restored; but if he were Protestant, it would certainly happen in a very short time. He was esteemed one of the wisest men of that party.
March 4.    Five   bishops   more  took, the  oaths  of